
Classroom: Lg Group -&- Activities for Sm Groups

05/05/2019

LESSON 11: JESUS HEALS TEN MEN OF LEPROSY
Large Group Leader Guide

  Luke 17:11-19

Teachers Dig In
 
Dig In to the Bible

Read: Luke 17:11-19
In This Passage: Jesus sees 10 men with leprosy. He tells them to go show themselves to the priests.
They all go and are healed on the way. One man comes back to thank Jesus because he knows that
Jesus deserves our thanks.
Bible Point: Jesus deserves our thanks.
Summary Verse: “Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ
Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

 
Dig Deeper

You’ll Be Teaching: Jesus deserves our thanks. Kids are growing up in an entitled culture. Thankfulness
can be forgotten in the midst of an attitude of “I deserve all these good things.” Help kids see that Jesus
deserves our thanks for all he has given us.
Think About: What are you thankful for? How can you incorporate thankfulness into your life more often?

 
Dig In to Prayer

Pray for kids to acknowledge Jesus as the source of their blessings.

 
Quick Tip

As you prepare to teach Dig In each week, let the Bible stories affect you. Read the Bible in a fresh way.
Ask Jesus what he wants to tell you. Find parts of these passages that Jesus can use to show you
something about your life. Then share what Jesus told you with your kids.
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Supplies
Bible

Supplies
“The Ten Men With Leprosy” teaching video
(watch or download here)

Supplies
Bibles
paper
pens
plain small circle stickers (5-10 per child)

Supplies
“Optical Illusions” handout (1 per child)
(download here)
small disposable cups
pennies (1 for every 2 kids)

Easy Prep
Before kids arrive, cut the “Optical Illusions”
handouts in half.

Supplies
7x7 pieces of craft foam (1 per child)
“Thank-You Boomerang” handout (1 per child)
(download here)
scissors
pens
markers

Easy Prep
Make a sample craft to show kids.

Supplies
pens or pencils (1 per child)
paper
timer

This Lesson at a Glance

OPENING
Kids share about a topic related to the lesson.

TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
Kids watch a video and discuss the Bible Point.

CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Kids receive “gifts,” get leprosy spots, remove their leprosy spots, and express thanks.

OBJECT LESSON
Kids try various optical illusions to see things from a different perspective.

CRAFT
Kids make boomerangs that can come back and say “thank you.”

LOW-ENERGY GAME
Kids make lists of what they’re thankful for using assigned letters.
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https://vimeo.com/album/4261476/video/192057455
http://digin-resources.group.com/media/8868/q3_lesson-11_optical-illusions_handout_life-of-jesus.pdf
http://digin-resources.group.com/media/8872/q3_lesson-11_thank-you-boomerang_handout_life-of-jesus.pdf


Supplies
this week's “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child)
(download here)

Easy Prep
Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @
Home” handout.

LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
Kids pray by posing as something they’re thankful for.

 

TAKE-HOME
Kids receive a take-home page about the lesson.

*Marked supplies are also used in Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of
allergy concerns.
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http://digin-resources.group.com/media/9316/q3_lesson-11_take-home_life-of-jesus.docx


[5 min]OPENING
Welcome

Supplies
Bible

Welcome
            Thank kids for coming.
            Just for fun, have kids give a side hug to two friends.
            Make announcements.
            Introduce new kids.
            Celebrate birthdays by having kids say “happy birthday” in a squeaky voice.
            Collect the offering.
 
Introduce the Lesson
            Say: Today we’ll learn about some people Jesus healed. We’ll see how they responded, and we’ll
think about why Jesus deserves our thanks.
 
Share
            Tell about something that happened this week that you’re thankful for.
            Have kids form pairs and tell about something that happened this week that they’re thankful for.
            After partners have discussed, ask two or three kids to share with the whole group what they talked
about with their partners.
 
Summarize
            Open a Bible, and say: There’s so much to be thankful for! One thing we can be thankful for is
what we learn from the Bible. The Bible isn’t like other books; it’s special. The Bible is one way that
God talks to us. God is here right now, ready to talk to you. Let’s look at the Bible and explore why
Jesus deserves our thanks.
            Pray, thanking Jesus for loving us.
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[10 min]TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
The Ten Men With Leprosy

Supplies
“The Ten Men With Leprosy” teaching video (watch or download here)

Tip 
Don’t have internet in your classroom? That’s okay! You can download the videos before class using the “download”
button at the link provided, or just purchase this quarter’s DVD here.

 
Discuss and Watch “The Ten Men With Leprosy”
            Say: Our Bible story today shows that Jesus deserves our thanks. When Jesus helps us, we can
thank him the way the one man who came back did! Let’s see firsthand what it was like when that
happened!
            Watch “The Ten Men With Leprosy.”
            Say: Before the men were healed of leprosy, they had different things they missed. One missed
pizza a lot! (Okay, maybe that part wasn’t in the Bible…)
            Ask: • What would you miss the most if you had to live far away from everyone else?
            • Tell about something you’re thankful for. Share your own example first.
            • What are some things the men with leprosy could’ve been thankful for—even before they were
healed?
            Say: The men with leprosy had lost a lot of things. But there are always things we can thank
Jesus for. Once the men were healed, they could get their old lives back! That’s definitely something to
be thankful for. Jesus deserves our thanks in good times and bad.
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https://vimeo.com/album/4261476/video/192057455
https://www.group.com/product/1210000309624-dig-in-life-of-jesus-companion-dvd.do?from=ac&cx=0


[20 min]CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Jesus Heals Ten Men of Leprosy (Luke 17:11-19)

Supplies
Bibles
paper
pens
plain small circle stickers (5-10 per child)

Give Gifts
            Have small-group leaders give each child a pen and a piece of paper. Say: We’re going to start off
our Core Bible Discovery time with a gift exchange! Here’s how it will work: You’re going to write down
a gift. Since you don’t actually have to buy it, it can be something really expensive. But you could also
give a silly or funny gift, like a pair of dirty socks. Just don’t make it anything really disgusting. So
decide what to give as a gift, and don’t let anyone else see what you write. When you’re done, crumple
up your paper.
            Allow time for kids to write. When kids have crumpled up their papers, let them have a “snowball fight”
by throwing the paper wads around the room, picking up ones that land near them and throwing them. After
about a minute, tell kids to freeze.
            Say: Now pick up a paper wad near you and open it. That’s your gift! Make sure every child finds a
paper wad, and allow time for kids to read what their gifts are.
            Have kids answer this question as a whole group.
            Ask: • Explain whether you’re thankful for your gift.
            Say: If your gift was a million dollars, I bet you’re pretty thankful! But if it was an already-been-
chewed piece of gum, maybe you’re not so thankful. Today we’re going to learn about some guys in
the Bible who got an awesome gift from Jesus. We’ll see how thankful they were as we discover why
Jesus deserves our thanks.
 
Get Leprosy
            Say: The men in our story had a disease called leprosy. Leprosy causes a person’s skin to be
covered with sores. Gross! And once you have leprosy, it doesn’t go away. It’s not like a cold or cough
that you have for just a week or two. Let’s cover our arms with some leprosy sores.
            Distribute the circle stickers. Kids can each stick 5-10 stickers on their arms.
            Say: Okay, now you all have leprosy! Here’s the other thing about leprosy. In Bible times, people
with leprosy weren’t supposed to go near other people. So they couldn’t have normal jobs or hang out
with anyone except for other people with leprosy. They were left out of a lot of things.
            Have small groups discuss this question.
            Ask: • What would you miss most if you weren’t allowed to live with your family or play with your
friends?
            Say: So if you had leprosy, you’d love to be cured, right? No more sores, and no more being
kept away from your family and friends. That’s what the 10 guys in our Bible story wanted!
            Read Luke 17:11-13.
            Say: Let’s see what these men did when Jesus passed by. First, they had to stand off by
themselves. Herd everyone together at one side of your room. Then they had to call to Jesus. Cry out as
loud as you can, “Jesus, have mercy on us!” Have kids cry out several times, encouraging them to get
louder and louder. Remind them that since they have to stand far away from Jesus because of their leprosy,
they need to be really loud!
            Say: Good job! Jesus heard the men. Let’s find out what happened.
            Read Luke 17:14.
            Say: Jesus healed them! They discovered that Jesus deserves our thanks.
 
Get Healed
            Say: Sometimes when Jesus healed people, he just touched them or said something and they
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got better right away. This time, though, Jesus told the 10 men with leprosy to go show themselves to
the priests so the priests could verify that they were cured. But they still had leprosy when they left
Jesus!
            Ask: • What would you be thinking if Jesus said to go to the priests although you still had spots?
            Say: Well, all 10 men started off to see the priests. And as they went, their spots fell off! Their
leprosy was cured!
            Have kids walk around the edge of the room one time. As they walk, have them tear off their leprosy
spots. Hold a trash can so that when they pass you, they can throw their spots away. Then have kids sit back
down.
            Have small groups discuss these questions.
            Ask: • How do you think the men felt when they were suddenly healed?
            • I bet they were so excited! Tell about a time you were really excited about something. Share
your own story first.
 
Say Thank You
            Say: We don’t know if the men were just so excited they forgot to say thank you or if there was
another reason. But only one of the 10 men came back to thank Jesus. He knew Jesus deserves our
thanks.
            Read Luke 17:15-16.
            Say: Only one out of 10 men said thank you. Let’s do that.
            Call on about one child for every 10 kids to stand up and shout, “Thank you, Jesus!”
            Have small groups discuss this question.
            Ask: • Tell about a time someone thanked you and how that made you feel. Share your own story
first.
            Say: Jesus was probably happy that the man came back to thank him. But he wondered what
had happened to the other nine guys.
            Read Luke 17:17-19.
            Ask: • The other nine men didn’t seem to be very thankful for what Jesus did. What’s it like to be
around someone who’s ungrateful?
 
Be Thankful
            Have kids each find a partner. Say: We can all be a little ungrateful at times. Think about something
you’ve complained about in the last week. Pause.
            With your partner, brainstorm a reason to thank Jesus for the very thing you complained about.
For example, maybe you complained about having to do laundry. You could thank Jesus that you
have so many clothes to wear. Or if you complained about your little brother bugging you, you could
thank Jesus for all the good things about your brother. Allow time.
            Ask: • What were some ideas you had to turn complaining into thanks?
            Say: Jesus deserves our thanks. When we complain or forget to thank him, we’re like those nine
men who never came back. Instead, let’s focus on ways we can thank Jesus all the time!
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[10 min]OBJECT LESSON
Changing Perspectives

Supplies
“Optical Illusions” handout (1 per child) (download here)
small disposable cups
pennies (1 for every 2 kids)

Easy Prep
Before kids arrive, cut the “Optical Illusions” handouts in half.

Examine Optical Illusions
            Have kids sit with their small groups. Give each child only the top half of the “Optical Illusions” handout.
            Say: Today we heard how Jesus met 10 men with leprosy and they all went to the priests to show
that they were clean. But they left Jesus before they were healed! They knew that Jesus said they’d be
healed, and they followed his directions.
            Sometimes things look bad, and we can be ungrateful. It looked bad when the men still had
leprosy! But they went in faith. Let’s see how sometimes things aren’t what they look like.
            In your group, take turns doing the following: Hold the paper at arm’s length in front of you with
the cross on your right side. Cover your right eye. With your left eye, focus only on the cross. While
staying focused on the cross, move the paper slowly toward you. Allow time for kids to do this. As kids do
this, they’ll notice the dot disappear.
            Say: Just as you can’t see the dot at certain points, there are times we might miss things that
Jesus has done for us. Things might look bad, but in reality Jesus is doing awesome things for us.
Let’s try another one.
            Give each child the bottom half of the “Optical Illusions” handout. Encourage kids to call out what they
see in the picture. Some kids will see a mouse with the white circle as an ear. Other kids will see a lizard with
the white circle as an eye. Have kids try to help those with different opinions see what they see.
            Ask: • You taught each other how to see a lizard or a mouse—now help each other see
something you’re thankful for! Tell a partner something you’re thankful Jesus has given you or done
for you. Share your own example first.
            Say: Some of you saw very different things when you looked at this picture—just like the 10 men
with leprosy saw what Jesus was promising them even though it still looked like they had leprosy.
 
Experiment With Pennies
            Gather kids back together in a larger group. Choose one child to come and stand up front with you.
Place the small cup on a table about 2 feet away from the child. Have the child close one eye. Hold the penny
about 18 inches above the cup, but move the penny left to right slowly. Encourage the child to call out “drop”
when he or she thinks the penny is over the cup and will fall into the cup when dropped. Give the child five
tries with one eye closed and five tries with both eyes open. Then have children form pairs. Give pairs each a
penny and a cup, and encourage them to do the same experiment with their partners.
            Ask: • How confident were you when you said “drop”? How did it work out?
            Say: It was tricky to know when to say “drop” in this experiment because sometimes what our
eyes are telling us isn’t accurate. We aren’t seeing what’s right in front of us. In the same way,
sometimes Jesus does big things and we totally miss them because we’re focusing on the way things
look right now. But Jesus is up to something bigger! When Jesus healed the men with leprosy, they
went in faith that they were healed. And one came back to thank Jesus because he saw what Jesus
had done and knew that Jesus deserves our thanks.
 
Talk About It
            Have small groups discuss this question.
            Ask: • How can you remember to thank Jesus this week for all he has done for you?
            Say: Each of these experiments showed us how we can miss things that are right in front of us
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or how we can see things differently from the way they really are. Sometimes we can be so focused on
the things that look bad that we miss what Jesus is doing in our lives. Even when things look bad,
Jesus is always at work in our lives. Jesus deserves our thanks.
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[20 min]CRAFT
Thank-You Boomerangs

Supplies
7x7 pieces of craft foam (1 per child)
“Thank-You Boomerang” handout (1 per child) (download here)
scissors
pens
markers

Easy Prep
Make a sample craft to show kids.

 
Make a Boomerang
            Say: We’ve been learning that when Jesus healed 10 men with leprosy, only one came back to
thank him.
            Ask: • Who has ever heard of a boomerang? What does it do?
            • How is that like today’s story?
            Say: We’re going to make boomerangs to remind us that we can always go to Jesus to say thank
you because Jesus deserves our thanks.
            Give each child a handout and a piece of craft foam. Have kids cut out the X-shaped boomerang on
their handout and then trace it onto their craft foam. Then have kids cut the shape out of the craft foam. They
can throw away their handouts once the craft foam boomerangs are created.
 
Decorate
            Have kids write the Bible Point—Jesus deserves our thanks—on their boomerangs. They can also
write things they’re thankful for and add fun decorations such as dots, swirls, or triangles. Kids can decorate
both sides of their boomerangs.
 
Throw It
            Have kids try throwing their boomerangs in an open area. To get the boomerang to come back, kids will
need to hold the boomerang at a 45-degree angle by one leg, then flick their wrist to launch it.
            It may take some practice for kids to get the boomerangs to come back. That’s okay! If they throw it and
it doesn’t return, connect it to the nine men who didn’t come back to thank Jesus.
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Talk About It
            Have small groups discuss this question.
            Ask: • Tell about a time you went out of your way to thank someone. Share your own example first.
            Say: When the men with leprosy were healed, it took effort to go back and say thank you to
Jesus. Only one man turned around like your boomerang and gave thanks. But Jesus deserves our
thanks. Let’s always remember to thank Jesus for his love for us.
            Encourage kids to take their crafts home and use them to tell others about today’s Bible story.
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[10 min]LOW-ENERGY GAME
Alphabet Lists

Supplies
pens or pencils (1 per child)
paper
timer

Play a Version of Scattergories
            Have kids sit with their small groups around tables. Give each child a sheet of paper and a pen or
pencil.
            Say: Today we heard how Jesus healed 10 men of leprosy. We also learned how only one of the
men came back to thank Jesus for what he had done. Like that one man realized, Jesus deserves our
thanks. Let’s think more about what we have to be thankful for as we play a game.
            Explain to kids that you’ll pick a letter from the alphabet. Based on that letter, kids will have two minutes
to write a list of things they’re thankful for that start with that letter. For example, if you picked the letter F, kids
might create a list that includes food, faithfulness, friends, fun, and Fridays. Set the timer for two minutes. After
the two minutes are up, kids will compare lists within their groups of five and circle any answers that no one
else in their group has. You’ll then pick another letter and start the timer again. The object of the game is to
have the highest number of circled answers at the end of play.
            Once kids understand the rules, pick a letter and start the timer. Play as many rounds with different
letters as time allows.
 
Talk About It
            Have small groups discuss these questions.
            Ask: • What’s something you’re thankful for that you forgot to put on your list until you heard
others’ answers?
            • Like the nine men who had leprosy, when are times you fail to thank Jesus?
            Say: When we stop and think about it, there’s not a letter of the alphabet that we can’t use to find
something to be thankful for. Jesus deserves our thanks, today and every day!
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[5 min]LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
Still Thankful

Freeze
            Say: We’ve talked a lot today about things we’re thankful for. Let’s thank Jesus for those things
using a unique way to pray, because Jesus deserves our thanks. Instead of praying with words, we’re
going to pray by holding a pose.
            Think of something you’re thankful for, and pose in a position that demonstrates that thing. For
example, if you’re thankful for soccer, you could pose like you’re kicking a ball. Don’t move once
you’re in position! You’ll explain your pose when we pray.
            Have kids stand in a circle and pose.
Say: Look at all the things we’re thankful for! Let’s thank Jesus.
 
Thank Jesus
            With kids still posed, pray: Jesus, you deserve our thanks for… Go around the circle and have kids
take turns saying the thing they’re posed as.
            Thank kids for coming, and encourage them to find ways to thank Jesus all week. Also invite them to
come back next week.
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[0 min]TAKE-HOME
Dig In @ Home

Supplies
this week's “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child) (download here)

Easy Prep
Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @ Home” handout.

           Distribute a copy of the “Dig In @ Home” handout to kids as they leave, or email it to parents during the
week.

The Life of Jesus, Lesson 11: Jesus Heals Ten Men of Leprosy. Design and base content copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Licensed
for use with 21-40 students. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use only.

14 of 20

http://digin-resources.group.com/media/9316/q3_lesson-11_take-home_life-of-jesus.docx


Classroom: Lg Group -&- Activities for Sm Groups

05/05/2019

LESSON 11: JESUS HEALS TEN MEN OF LEPROSY
Small Group Leader Guide for Grades 1 & 2

  Luke 17:11-19

Teachers Dig In
 
Dig In to the Bible

Read: Luke 17:11-19
In This Passage: Jesus sees 10 men with leprosy. He tells them to go show themselves to the priests.
They all go and are healed on the way. One man comes back to thank Jesus because he knows that
Jesus deserves our thanks.
Bible Point: Jesus deserves our thanks.
Summary Verse: “Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ
Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

 
Dig Deeper

You’ll Be Teaching: Jesus deserves our thanks. Kids are growing up in an entitled culture. Thankfulness
can be forgotten in the midst of an attitude of “I deserve all these good things.” Help kids see that Jesus
deserves our thanks for all he has given us.
Think About: What are you thankful for? How can you incorporate thankfulness into your life more often?

 
Dig In to Prayer

Pray for kids to acknowledge Jesus as the source of their blessings.

 
Quick Tip

As you prepare to teach Dig In each week, let the Bible stories affect you. Read the Bible in a fresh way.
Ask Jesus what he wants to tell you. Find parts of these passages that Jesus can use to show you
something about your life. Then share what Jesus told you with your kids.
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This Lesson at a Glance

*Marked supplies are also used in Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of
allergy concerns.

The Life of Jesus, Lesson 11: Jesus Heals Ten Men of Leprosy. Design and base content copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Licensed
for use with 21-40 students. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use only.

16 of 20



Classroom: Lg Group -&- Activities for Sm Groups

05/05/2019

LESSON 11: JESUS HEALS TEN MEN OF LEPROSY
Small Group Leader Guide for Grades 3 & 4

  Luke 17:11-19

Teachers Dig In
 
Dig In to the Bible

Read: Luke 17:11-19
In This Passage: Jesus sees 10 men with leprosy. He tells them to go show themselves to the priests.
They all go and are healed on the way. One man comes back to thank Jesus because he knows that
Jesus deserves our thanks.
Bible Point: Jesus deserves our thanks.
Summary Verse: “Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ
Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

 
Dig Deeper

You’ll Be Teaching: Jesus deserves our thanks. Kids are growing up in an entitled culture. Thankfulness
can be forgotten in the midst of an attitude of “I deserve all these good things.” Help kids see that Jesus
deserves our thanks for all he has given us.
Think About: What are you thankful for? How can you incorporate thankfulness into your life more often?

 
Dig In to Prayer

Pray for kids to acknowledge Jesus as the source of their blessings.

 
Quick Tip

As you prepare to teach Dig In each week, let the Bible stories affect you. Read the Bible in a fresh way.
Ask Jesus what he wants to tell you. Find parts of these passages that Jesus can use to show you
something about your life. Then share what Jesus told you with your kids.
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This Lesson at a Glance

*Marked supplies are also used in Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of
allergy concerns.

The Life of Jesus, Lesson 11: Jesus Heals Ten Men of Leprosy. Design and base content copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Licensed
for use with 21-40 students. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use only.
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Classroom: Lg Group -&- Activities for Sm Groups

05/05/2019

LESSON 11: JESUS HEALS TEN MEN OF LEPROSY
Small Group Leader Guide for Grades 5 & 6

  Luke 17:11-19

Teachers Dig In
 
Dig In to the Bible

Read: Luke 17:11-19
In This Passage: Jesus sees 10 men with leprosy. He tells them to go show themselves to the priests.
They all go and are healed on the way. One man comes back to thank Jesus because he knows that
Jesus deserves our thanks.
Bible Point: Jesus deserves our thanks.
Summary Verse: “Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ
Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

 
Dig Deeper

You’ll Be Teaching: Jesus deserves our thanks. Kids are growing up in an entitled culture. Thankfulness
can be forgotten in the midst of an attitude of “I deserve all these good things.” Help kids see that Jesus
deserves our thanks for all he has given us.
Think About: What are you thankful for? How can you incorporate thankfulness into your life more often?

 
Dig In to Prayer

Pray for kids to acknowledge Jesus as the source of their blessings.

 
Quick Tip

As you prepare to teach Dig In each week, let the Bible stories affect you. Read the Bible in a fresh way.
Ask Jesus what he wants to tell you. Find parts of these passages that Jesus can use to show you
something about your life. Then share what Jesus told you with your kids.
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This Lesson at a Glance

*Marked supplies are also used in Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of
allergy concerns.

The Life of Jesus, Lesson 11: Jesus Heals Ten Men of Leprosy. Design and base content copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Licensed
for use with 21-40 students. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use only.
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