
Classroom: Lg Group -&- Activities for Sm Groups

05/19/2019

LESSON 13: JESUS HEALS BLIND MEN
Large Group Leader Guide

  Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43

Teachers Dig In
 
Dig In to the Bible

Read: Mark 10:46-52; Matthew 20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43
In This Passage: Jesus is walking down the road when he hears a blind man named Bartimaeus crying
out for help. People tell Bartimaeus to be quiet, but he keeps calling out. Jesus stops, asks the man to
come to him, and then heals his blindness. Just as Jesus heard Bartimaeus’ cries, Jesus hears us.
Bible Point: Jesus hears us.
Summary Verse: “And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him”
(1 John 5:14).

 
Dig Deeper

You’ll Be Teaching: Jesus hears us. Kids sometimes feel like they don’t have a voice. They may feel like
no one is listening to them or cares about their thoughts. This lesson will help them see that Jesus hears
them. He hears their cries and he hears their hearts.
Think About: When have you felt heard? When have you felt silenced?

 
Dig In to Prayer

Pray for kids to be open and honest as they talk to Jesus.

 
Quick Tip

Your skills as a listener will be important in this lesson. You might even want to discuss good listening
techniques with your kids before you begin. For example, good listening involves looking at the speaker
and paying close attention.
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Supplies
Bible

Supplies
“Name That Critter” teaching video (watch or
download here)

Supplies
Bible
candy bar
5 paper lunch bags
a few spoonfuls of uncooked rice or beans
a few coins
a few cotton balls
set of keys
bell
index cards (1 per child)

Easy Prep
Place each of the following supplies in separate
lunch bags: rice or beans, coins, cotton balls,
keys, a bell.
Write “Jesus” on 1 index card and “Bartimaeus”
on another. Write “disciple” on a few cards and
“crowd” on the remaining cards.

Supplies
paper (2 pieces per child)
paper plates (2 per child)
tape
scissors
quiet music
music player

Supplies
toilet paper tubes (1 per child)
duct tape in various colors
scissors
pony beads (4 per child)
Glue Dots
permanent markers
cellphone with music (optional)

Easy Prep
Make a sample craft to show kids.

This Lesson at a Glance

OPENING
Kids share about a topic related to the lesson.

TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
Kids watch a video and discuss the Bible Point.

CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Kids act out the Bible story in a confusing way and practice listening skills.

OBJECT LESSON
Kids create devices and experiment with how they impact hearing.

CRAFT
Kids enhance their listening skills by making a cellphone speaker.
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Supplies
tennis ball
blindfold

Supplies
this week’s “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child)
(download here)

Easy Prep
Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @
Home” handout.

LOW-ENERGY GAME
Kids try to listen to know where a ball is.

LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
Kids pray at different volumes.

 

TAKE-HOME
Kids receive a take-home page about the lesson.

*Marked supplies are also used in Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of
allergy concerns.
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http://digin-resources.group.com/media/9313/q3_lesson-13_take-home_life-of-jesus.docx


[5 min]OPENING
Welcome

Supplies
Bible

Welcome
            Thank kids for coming.
            Just for fun, have kids thumb wrestle with a friend.
            Make announcements.
            Introduce new kids.
            Celebrate birthdays by having kids say “happy birthday” while holding their tongues with two fingers.
            Collect the offering.
 
Introduce the Lesson
            Say: Today we’ll learn about a time Jesus heard a man crying out for help. We’ll discover that
Jesus hears us, too. Let’s talk about what we like to hear and listen to.
 
Share
            Tell about your favorite song to listen to.
            Have kids form pairs and tell about their favorite song to listen to.
            After partners have discussed, ask two or three kids to share with the whole group what they talked
about with their partners.
 
Summarize
            Open a Bible, and say: It’s fun to listen to good music! You know what Jesus likes to listen to?
Us! Let’s see what the Bible says about how Jesus hears us. The Bible is a really special book, unlike
any other book. God can talk to us through the Bible! God is here right now, ready to talk to you!
            Pray, thanking Jesus that he hears us.

4 of 20



[10 min]TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
Name That Critter

Supplies
“Name That Critter” teaching video (watch or download here)

Tip 
Don’t have internet in your classroom? That’s okay! You can download the videos before class using the “download”
button at the link provided, or just purchase this quarter’s DVD here.

 
Discuss and Watch “Name That Critter”
            Say: We’re learning that Jesus hears us. Jesus always hears us perfectly. But sometimes we
don’t listen as well. Let’s practice listening.
            Ask kids to each find a partner and make a noise that imitates an animal, machine, or something else.
Then partners can guess what the noise is.
            Say: All right…now that you’ve practiced with each other, let’s see if you can tell two different
animals apart—just by listening!
            Watch “Name That Critter.”
            Ask: • Which animals were the hardest to tell apart by sound? Why?
            Say: Jesus doesn’t just hear two people at once—he hears everyone who’s praying. He could
hear the blind man calling out over a crowd of people. Jesus hears us all…and he knows just who is
praying about what.
            Ask: • How do you think Jesus can hear everyone talking at once?
            Say: Jesus hears us, so we can go to him anytime. He’ll always recognize our voices!
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[20 min]CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Jesus Heals Blind Men (Mark 10:46-52; Matthew 20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43)

Supplies
Bible
candy bar
5 paper lunch bags
a few spoonfuls of uncooked rice or beans
a few coins
a few cotton balls
set of keys
bell
index cards (1 per child)

Easy Prep
Place each of the following supplies in separate lunch bags: rice or beans, coins, cotton balls, keys, a bell.
Write “Jesus” on 1 index card and “Bartimaeus” on another. Write “disciple” on a few cards and “crowd” on the
remaining cards.

Listen
            Say: Today we’re going to learn that Jesus hears us. Before we get into today’s Bible story, let’s
check out our own listening skills.
            Shake a bag, and have kids try to identify what’s inside by listening to the sound it makes. After several
kids have made a guess, reveal the item. Repeat for the remaining bags.
            Say: You had to listen really well to guess what was in some of these bags.  But Jesus never has
to guess what he’s hearing. Jesus listens when we talk to him, and he always hears us. Let’s see what
it’s like to try to get someone to listen to us.
 
Get Attention
            Hold up the candy bar. Say: I have a candy bar to give out. I’ll give it to whoever does the best job
of getting my attention.
            Allow time for kids to try to get your attention. Choose a child who got your attention, and give that child
the candy bar.
            Ask: • How important was it to you to get my attention?
            • How else could you have tried to get my attention?
            Say: In the Bible, there was a man who really, really wanted to get Jesus’ attention. Let’s see
what happened.
            Read Mark 10:46-48.
            Ask: • Why do you think Bartimaeus didn’t listen to the crowd telling him to be quiet?
            Say: Bartimaeus wanted to be healed! He must have heard that Jesus could heal people, and he
knew Jesus was passing by. Just like you had one shot to get my attention for the candy bar,
Bartimaeus had one shot to get Jesus’ attention. He was desperate! No way was he going to be quiet!
            The good thing for Bartimaeus is, Jesus hears us. Jesus heard Bartimaeus crying out for help.
 
Act It Out
            Say: We’re going to act out what happened, but here’s the catch: you won’t know who’s who. I’ll
give you your assignment, and you need to keep it a secret.
            Distribute the index cards you prepared ahead of time.
            Say: Now I’ll read our Bible story, pausing after each verse for you to act out your part.
            Read Mark 10:46-52, pausing after each verse so kids can act.
            Ask: • What are your guesses about who was Jesus? Bartimaeus?
            • What was confusing about acting out this Bible story?
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            • What might’ve been confusing about the actual event?
            Say: Remember, Bartimaeus was blind. He must’ve heard that Jesus was nearby, but maybe he
didn’t know in which direction to shout. There was a crowd, so he must’ve had to shout really loud! He
was probably bothering people, and that’s why they wanted him to be quiet. He probably heard a lot of
people shushing him.
             Sometimes it may seem like no one is listening to us. We might feel like we’re not getting
attention, just like Bartimaeus must have felt. Let’s experience what it’s like to not be listened to.
            Have kids form pairs. Have partners tell each other about everything that happened yesterday. Both
partners will talk at the same time. After a minute, stop the discussion.
            Ask: • How did it feel when your partner was talking over you?
            Say: Even though no one else was listening to Bartimaeus, Jesus heard him. Jesus sent some
people to bring Bartimaeus to him, and Bartimaeus had to follow them to Jesus. It was probably
confusing! But not for Jesus. Despite the noise of the crowd, Jesus heard Bartimaeus. And despite all
the noise in our lives, Jesus hears us.
 
Listen Well
            Say: Let’s try our listening activity again. This time, take turns telling each other the best thing
that happened yesterday. Allow time.
            Ask: • What felt different about this time?
            Say: Jesus is an even better listener than our partners. He’s always listening to us. Let’s spend
some time talking to him silently and letting him hear our cries for help, just like he heard when
Bartimaeus needed help. Talk to Jesus about something you need help with right now.
            Allow a minute for kids to talk to Jesus silently.
            Say: Jesus heard you just now. Jesus always hears us. He hears us when we talk to him and
even when we’re just thinking! I’m thankful that Jesus hears us all the time!
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[10 min]OBJECT LESSON
Listening Ears

Supplies
paper (2 pieces per child)
paper plates (2 per child)
tape
scissors
quiet music
music player

Tip
If you used the Music Video block, consider repeating the songs from today’s lesson during this activity. You can find
the album here.

 
Whisper to Kids
            Gather kids around you. Whisper as quietly as possible: Can you hear me? Repeat the question until
most of the kids are looking at you. Model cupping your hands behind your ears so kids will do the same.
Again whisper: Can you hear me?
            Ask: • What happened when you cupped your hands behind your ears?
            Say: Today we’re learning about a blind man who couldn’t see Jesus but heard Jesus was
coming his way. The blind man called out to Jesus, and Jesus heard him. Let’s think more about what
kinds of things our ears help us hear as we create some different types of listening devices.
 
Create Listening Devices
            Have small-group leaders give each child two pieces of paper and two paper plates. Have tape and
scissors available as well. First, show kids how to create two cones. Have children roll each piece of paper
into a cone shape with a ½-inch opening at the narrow end. Then encourage kids to use tape to hold the cone
shapes in place.
            Next, show kids how to make a large ear out of one of the paper plates. Have kids cut a straight line
halfway across the plate. Then show kids how to overlap the edges by about 2 inches and tape them in place
to form a large ear shape. Repeat for the second plate.
 

           
            After everyone has created two cones and two ears, turn on some quiet music. Show children how to
point the cones toward the sound, with the narrow ends in their ears, to help them hear more clearly. Then
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have kids hold the plate ears behind their ears and listen to the music. After giving kids a few minutes to
experiment, turn off the music.
 
Talk About It
            Have small groups discuss these questions.
            Ask: • How did using the cones or the ear shapes change what you could hear?
            • What are some really important things our ears help us hear?
            • What’s something you need Jesus to hear you talk about? Have small- group leaders share their
own example first.
            Say: The cones and ear shapes helped you hear better, but Jesus doesn’t need any special
tools to hear us. He heard the blind man, and Jesus hears us.

9 of 20



[20 min]CRAFT
Cellphone Speakers

Supplies
toilet paper tubes (1 per child)
duct tape in various colors
scissors
pony beads (4 per child)
Glue Dots
permanent markers
cellphone with music (optional)

Easy Prep
Make a sample craft to show kids.

Make a Cellphone Speaker
            Have small-group leaders give each child a toilet paper tube and set out scissors. Have kids cut a slit in
their tubes that will fit their cellphones (or their parents’ cellphones). If you or your small-group leaders have
phones with you, it’s a good idea to have kids use them to test the size of their cuts.
            Next, have kids decorate their tubes with duct tape and permanent markers. They’ll need to cut the duct
tape where the opening is and fold the tape to the inside of the tube. Kids will also use markers to write “Jesus
hears us” on their tubes.
            To make the speaker stand up, kids will need to use Glue Dots to stick four pony beads on it as legs
(two on each side). See the photo for how this should look.
 
Test It Out
            If some kids have their own cellphones, have them play music on their phones and place their phones
in the speakers to test them. Otherwise, let them test their speakers with the cellphone you brought. (The
speaker that’s built into the cellphone needs to be at the bottom of the phone for the tube to amplify sound.)
            Try playing some games with the speakers. For example, have kids close their eyes and give a thumbs
up when they think you’ve put the phone in a speaker and a thumbs down when they think it’s out. This will
help them realize how well the speaker amplifies sound. Let kids think of other games to play.
 
Talk About It
            Have small groups discuss these questions.
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            Ask: • Why do you think this tube helps you hear a phone better?
            • What makes you wonder if Jesus hears you?
            Say: It’s awesome to hear music playing from our cellphones. It’s even better to hear it play
louder through our speakers! Jesus loves it when we come to him with what’s on our hearts and
minds. That’s music to his ears! Jesus hears us, even without a speaker!
            Encourage kids to take their crafts home and try them out with their parents’ phones or their own.
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[10 min]LOW-ENERGY GAME
Blindfold Ball

Supplies
tennis ball
blindfold

Silently Pass the Ball
            Have kids form circles of no more than 20. Choose one child to sit in the center of the circle wearing a
blindfold.
            Say: In a moment, I’ll give one person the ball. That person will then silently toss the ball to
someone not sitting next to them. The person in the middle of the circle must listen carefully to the
sound of the ball being caught. If the person in the middle successfully points in the direction of the
ball, he or she trades places with the person who tossed the ball. Got it?
            Once kids understand the rules, give the ball to any child in the circle and start the game. Play as long
as time permits.
           
Talk About It
            Have small groups discuss these questions.
            Ask: • When you were in the middle, what did you do to listen extra carefully?
            • What does it mean to you that Jesus listens to you that carefully?
            Say: Just as you heard the ball in this game when you stayed focused and listened closely,
Jesus stays focused on each of us and listens closely to everything we say. Even when we can’t see
Jesus or don’t hear his response, we know Jesus hears us like he heard the blind man.
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[5 min]LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
Whisper, Shout

Pray at Different Volumes
            Say: We’ve been learning that Jesus hears us. He can hear us whenever we talk to him, whether
we pray silently in our hearts or shout out our prayers. Let’s try it!
            Have kids spend about one minute praying silently. Say: Jesus heard those prayers.
            Allow about 30 seconds for kids to whisper prayers, all at once. Say: Jesus heard those prayers.
            Allow about 30 seconds for kids to speak prayers in a regular volume, all at once. Say: Jesus heard
those prayers.
            Allow about 30 seconds for kids to shout prayers loudly, all at once. Say: Jesus heard those prayers.
 
Wrap Up
            Ask: • At which of those volumes, if any, could you hear what others were praying?
            Say: Even when we got very loud, it was hard to hear anyone with everyone praying at once. But
not for Jesus! Jesus hears us when we pray, and he can hear your voice even when a lot of people are
praying at once.
            Pray: Thank you, Jesus, that you always hear our prayers.
            Thank kids for coming, and encourage them to talk to Jesus this week. Also invite them to come back
next week.
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[0 min]TAKE-HOME
Dig In @ Home

Supplies
this week’s “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child) (download here)

Easy Prep
Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @ Home” handout.

           Distribute a copy of the “Dig In @ Home” handout to kids as they leave, or email it to parents during the
week.

The Life of Jesus, Lesson 13: Jesus Heals Blind Men. Design and base content copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Licensed for use
with 21-40 students. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use only.

14 of 20

http://digin-resources.group.com/media/9313/q3_lesson-13_take-home_life-of-jesus.docx


Classroom: Lg Group -&- Activities for Sm Groups

05/19/2019

LESSON 13: JESUS HEALS BLIND MEN
Small Group Leader Guide for Grades 1 & 2

  Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43

Teachers Dig In
 
Dig In to the Bible

Read: Mark 10:46-52; Matthew 20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43
In This Passage: Jesus is walking down the road when he hears a blind man named Bartimaeus crying
out for help. People tell Bartimaeus to be quiet, but he keeps calling out. Jesus stops, asks the man to
come to him, and then heals his blindness. Just as Jesus heard Bartimaeus’ cries, Jesus hears us.
Bible Point: Jesus hears us.
Summary Verse: “And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him”
(1 John 5:14).

 
Dig Deeper

You’ll Be Teaching: Jesus hears us. Kids sometimes feel like they don’t have a voice. They may feel like
no one is listening to them or cares about their thoughts. This lesson will help them see that Jesus hears
them. He hears their cries and he hears their hearts.
Think About: When have you felt heard? When have you felt silenced?

 
Dig In to Prayer

Pray for kids to be open and honest as they talk to Jesus.

 
Quick Tip

Your skills as a listener will be important in this lesson. You might even want to discuss good listening
techniques with your kids before you begin. For example, good listening involves looking at the speaker
and paying close attention.
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This Lesson at a Glance

*Marked supplies are also used in Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of
allergy concerns.

The Life of Jesus, Lesson 13: Jesus Heals Blind Men. Design and base content copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Licensed for use
with 21-40 students. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use only.
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Classroom: Lg Group -&- Activities for Sm Groups

05/19/2019

LESSON 13: JESUS HEALS BLIND MEN
Small Group Leader Guide for Grades 3 & 4

  Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43

Teachers Dig In
 
Dig In to the Bible

Read: Mark 10:46-52; Matthew 20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43
In This Passage: Jesus is walking down the road when he hears a blind man named Bartimaeus crying
out for help. People tell Bartimaeus to be quiet, but he keeps calling out. Jesus stops, asks the man to
come to him, and then heals his blindness. Just as Jesus heard Bartimaeus’ cries, Jesus hears us.
Bible Point: Jesus hears us.
Summary Verse: “And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him”
(1 John 5:14).

 
Dig Deeper

You’ll Be Teaching: Jesus hears us. Kids sometimes feel like they don’t have a voice. They may feel like
no one is listening to them or cares about their thoughts. This lesson will help them see that Jesus hears
them. He hears their cries and he hears their hearts.
Think About: When have you felt heard? When have you felt silenced?

 
Dig In to Prayer

Pray for kids to be open and honest as they talk to Jesus.

 
Quick Tip

Your skills as a listener will be important in this lesson. You might even want to discuss good listening
techniques with your kids before you begin. For example, good listening involves looking at the speaker
and paying close attention.
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This Lesson at a Glance

*Marked supplies are also used in Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of
allergy concerns.

The Life of Jesus, Lesson 13: Jesus Heals Blind Men. Design and base content copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Licensed for use
with 21-40 students. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use only.
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Classroom: Lg Group -&- Activities for Sm Groups

05/19/2019

LESSON 13: JESUS HEALS BLIND MEN
Small Group Leader Guide for Grades 5 & 6

  Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43

Teachers Dig In
 
Dig In to the Bible

Read: Mark 10:46-52; Matthew 20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43
In This Passage: Jesus is walking down the road when he hears a blind man named Bartimaeus crying
out for help. People tell Bartimaeus to be quiet, but he keeps calling out. Jesus stops, asks the man to
come to him, and then heals his blindness. Just as Jesus heard Bartimaeus’ cries, Jesus hears us.
Bible Point: Jesus hears us.
Summary Verse: “And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him”
(1 John 5:14).

 
Dig Deeper

You’ll Be Teaching: Jesus hears us. Kids sometimes feel like they don’t have a voice. They may feel like
no one is listening to them or cares about their thoughts. This lesson will help them see that Jesus hears
them. He hears their cries and he hears their hearts.
Think About: When have you felt heard? When have you felt silenced?

 
Dig In to Prayer

Pray for kids to be open and honest as they talk to Jesus.

 
Quick Tip

Your skills as a listener will be important in this lesson. You might even want to discuss good listening
techniques with your kids before you begin. For example, good listening involves looking at the speaker
and paying close attention.
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This Lesson at a Glance

*Marked supplies are also used in Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of
allergy concerns.

The Life of Jesus, Lesson 13: Jesus Heals Blind Men. Design and base content copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Licensed for use
with 21-40 students. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use only.
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